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“A victim's first scream iSJOF help;
a victim s second scream is for justice.”
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This is a personal story of childhood
sexual abuse, twenty years of marital
abuse — mental and physical, condoned
within some of the fundamental, evangeli-
cal Christian movements (cults) that thrive
today. My story is also about injustice, the
failings of the Oregon court system, and the
stigma associated with depression and post
traumatic stress.

The price for my own safety and freedom
in 1996 was an imposed, unnatural and
unwanted separation from my eight chil-
dren. The injustice committed against me
is not just the physical separation from
my children, but the willful desecration of
the mother-child relationship and bond, a
sacred spiritual and emotional entity.

Forcibly taking a mother’s children, and
then controlling her emotionally by with-
holding contact must be publicly rec-
ognized as one of the greatest forms of
‘mis-use’ of the American justice system
and one of the greatest hidden vehicles for
wide-spread socially approved physical and
emotional abuse and control.

BONSHEA Making Light of the Dark shares
my search for freedom and light in a society
based on patriarchal religion and laws. It
openly speaks about the ideas and beliefs in
our society which foster sexism, racism, the
denigration of human rights and the intol-
erance of difference.
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